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THIS 1S UNEVALUATED INFORMATION 


1, In Varch 1946, the Seviet Union started on a program of recruiting Koreati 
laborers to work as fishermen, miners, and lunbermen in Kamchatka, Sakhalin, | _ 
the Kuril Islands, and the v'aritime Territory.* The Soviets pointed out in tes 
their propaganda that Koreans could learn much about labor methods in the lond * 
of the true Socialist state and that serious unemployment could be averted if 
Koreans Would volunteer. ‘lost of the Koreans who applied for these jobs were 
poor farmers and laborers, >ankrupt small business men,and tiiose who could not 
bear the severe Living conditions of North Korea. “eal 


2. Through the North Korean Labor Party and the North Xorean Government, working 
for the Soviet “inistry of Fisheries}*about 500,000 Koreans were hired by ‘the 
local Labor Section of village and city People's Committees. Advertisements 
were put up in villages all over the country asking for applications from men 
ami women over 18 years of age. in 19,6, t-ere were 20,000 Korean Laborers 
in south Sakhalin and 10,000 in north Sakhalin, who had been first taken to 
Kamchatka. In 197 about 65,000 Koreans were sent directly to southern Sakhalin. 
In 198 avout 140,000 Koreans were shipoed to various areas in Soviet territory 
by ship from Songjin (129-12, 40-0). Althouch no Korean labor, only Soviet 
tabor, was moved to south Sakhalin in 1949-1950, approximately 200,000 Koreans 
were shipped out of Chongjin (129-9, hi-l6) for other points in the Seviet 
‘inion in these years, . 


30 If the wrker's family went with him, his contract was for two years, Other 
contracts, wnich were for ci;-ht months,had the following stipulations: The 
laborer was furnished with 50 kilograms of rice, one suit of cotton-lined winter 
clothes, one pair of Japanese~type arm’ shoes, and 1,500 won in advance, or 
5,006 won in the case of a two=year contract. The ruble equivalent sum for these 
goods and money was to be deducted from tne worker's Salary for tne first six 
months. No base pay was mentioned in the contract, but applicants were assured 
that they would be paid equally with Soviet workers sy who were the best paid in 
the world. The Soviets charge! 900 rubles for the 50 kilos,/ef rice, 185 rubles 
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for the clothes and 150 rubles for the srneeg, when the actual Soviet price 
was 30 rules for the cloties ane 60 rmdles for the shoes, Altogether, the 
“oveans had 1,100 roles taken out 9f their pay in the first six months for 
yarious expenses. 


a8 impossible to vay this back dn the period of the contract ah an ave 
t@ wae of seven to ton rules a day, since the workers @lso had to ray 
rincals. Fewer. tran one-tenth of! then wore able to pay off the devt in one 
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contract. periods consequently, the vorkers were forced to Sign up for another 
One OF Uo years, 
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née abolition of rationin: was not altogetner a good thine. Inder a rationing 
ayeter the soreans vere aole at least to abtain sufficient food, but without 
rablionin: they were unable to buy enouch with their nearer salarics, since 

the ood was often bougrt up uy the more hivhly paid Soviets. ‘The food that 
the sqreans were able to cet consisted mostly of black bread, which cost seven 
yuolas a day for twa Kilos, and salted fish, 3ut often the daily wove was 

oniy seven rubles, so that the Koreans ha2 to borrow on teeir salary. 3ecause 
of “his, they were often undernourished and suvject to various discases. 
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shore were toree classes of Koreuns in the former Japanese posSehaion: Koreans 
Wie were naturalized Soviet citizens, orth Korean contract workers, and 
#aceans who had lived under the Japanese empire in Sakhalin or the Aurils. 
tiese vroups the naturalized received the vest treatment and former Japanese 
e‘bjects the worst, 


“Jthourh the soviet resulations called for only an eishtehour day, the ‘orth 
Korean workers often -sr'ced on a round-tieeclock schedule. ‘here was a revue 
Lotion thit if a worker was fifteen minutes late to work, 2) percent of his 
‘ware was deducted for the next six months. If a ‘worker was unasle to vive a 
satisfactory explanation for an aasence, he was put at hard lasor without any 
pay Tor six months. Jecause of those reculations, some Xorean lavorers vere 
pul. at hard lavor for three to seven years, Jnly a doctor's statement could 
azempt a man from vork, but the hospital was not completely available to the 
Soreans. They had to resart to local heros to cure Lieir ow illnesses, 


“he vork day was from 8 acum. te 5 poems with an hour out for lunch, during which 
they also had to buy black bread for the next day, 3reakfast was generally 
black bread, water, and Soup, if they had time to cook it for cvhenselves. Their 
time outside of working hours was free. 


shere wore avout 25,000 Moreans livins in VJeoka (112-03, 70a. Smale and other 
cities in Southern Sakhalin traded paper and marine products for rice and fruit 
from torea, orean laborers in the coal mines had to work 10 hours a day and 
wore Gold that the cosl was coins to factories in Gorth Kerea and that it was 
neler doty to work harder, , 


when the Koreans finished their contract period and went home, they were 
often so hungry that they ote1S bowls of porridge and 10 bowls of nocdles 
waen they landed at Chongjan. However, they were not allowed to tell that 
they had been mistreated, and instead were forced to go on lecture tours 
organized by the local People's Comittee to help recruit other laborers 
for the sane area. 


Comment: Iresumably the ‘nistry of Fish Industries of the 
Lagstern Regions, as there is rio single “‘inistry of Fisheries. 


[comment Yaoka has been renaned Kholmsk. 
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